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Abstract of JP2003290594 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a washing machine equipped with an ion elution unit for stably 
eluting metal ions and uniformly advancing the consumption of electrodes without depositing scale or 
the like at the electrodes even after use of a long period of time. 

SOLUTION: This washing machine is provided with the Ion elution unit for applying a voltage between 
the plurality of electrodes and eluting ions from the electrodes, and the polarity of the voltage applied to 
the electrodes is cyclically inverted. It is preferable that voltage application time for maintaining each 
polarity to be inverted Is 0.1 to 60 seconds and it is preferable that the waveform of the voltage applied 
between the electrodes is a sine wave. Also, it is preferable to vary the voltage to be applied so as to 
fix a current flowing between the electrodes and to adjust the total time to apply the voltage to the 
electrodes proportionally to a set water amount. Further, it is preferable that the time to maintain the 
initial polarity of the voltage to be applied to the electrodes is shorter than the time to maintain the 
polarity after inversion. It is preferable that the electrodes are composed of silver, copper or the mixture 
of silver and copper. 
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